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PRESIDENT CASTRO'S MESSAGE. 

BY A VENEZUELAN CITIZEN. 



The following article was written, at my special request, by a Vene- 
zuelan gentleman who is peculiarly fitted to deal with General Castro 
and his remarkable system of "graft" and spoliation. The American 
public already know what the Castro system means; herein is presented 
Castro himself, shameless, vainglorious, irrepressible. I have taken the 
liberty to revise the text somewhat for the sake of clearness; but I have 
preserved the author's meaning as scrupulously as he has that of 
President Castro where he quotes from his unique message. 

G. M. L. Brown. 

The Venezuelan Congress assembled at Caracas on the 23rd of 
May. For many decades it had been customary for the legislative 
body of the nation to meet on the 20th of February ; but this year 
a new date was chosen in commemoration of the day, six years ago, 
on which Cipriano Castro set out, at the head of a band of 
mountaineers, to overthrow the government of his predecessor, 
Andrade; as well as to celebrate his election for a further period 
of six years as " constitutional " President of the Eepublic. The 
records, of course, had to be sent in from the different States 
and the balloting was to be carried on in Congress; but, it being 
a well-known fact that nobody dared cast his vote against the 
country's master, the officials were so well aware of the result of 
the pseudo-elections that everything was prepared beforehand, as 
in a theatre, for the different scenes of the play. 

One of the most curious features of this farce, one that will 
amuse the foreigner as it has astonished the good Venezuelan, 
accustomed as he is to these " coups d'effet," is the now famous 
message of Castro, read at the opening of his appointed Parlia- 
ment. One would look far among the annals of self-governing 
nations to find such an accumulation of bad grammar, falsehoods 
and egotistical boastings, so crudely prepared withal, and so 
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brazenly presented to an outraged public. A short review of some 
of the principal points of this message is herewith presented to 
the American people, and the writer only regrets that space forbids 
reproducing the message in its entirety. 

The key-note of the message, as will readily be seen from the 
extracts presented, is self-praise; but the comedy is so overacted, 
that it provokes disgust rather than merriment. If you listen to 
him, there is no other country in the world so happy as Vene- 
zuela, — not having been so fortunate, forsooth, as to have a Cipri- 
ano Castro as ruler. The country is in an exceptional state of 
prosperity: all the industries are so flourishing, and the natural 
resources being so quickly developed, that the people cannot 
• sufficiently bless this golden age of the " Restoration." Justice 
and equity have been maintained " at a high standard, rarely to 
be witnessed under the unsettled conditions of a country like 
Venezuela." 

Castro begins his message by suggesting that " perhaps it has 
been through a very happy coincidence that Congress had the 
opportunity of opening its session on the very day, the very date 
and the very instant when the Eestoration of the Fatherland began, 
on the borders of Tachira, with a handful of faithful partisans, 
who brought their flag, majestically flying, to Caracas, the birth- 
place of Bolivar, the Liberator." With this he modestly points 
out that the two great revolutions of the country (the first of her 
independence, and the second of the Eestoration, headed by him- 
self) are " interwoven in such a flattering form as to offer the 
best omen for the effectiveness of all the great, noble and patriotic 
achievements of Congress and himself, under the guidance of the 
God of nations, in the true confraternity of the people." After 
this eloquent preamble, he assures the Senators and Deputies that 
" it is not alone the hopes of our nation, but of the whole world, 
which are dependent upon your wise and well-designed delibera- 
tions." 

After having ruled for nearly six years in violation of all 
statutory enactments, after having twice revised the Constitution 
to make it suit his own desire to remain in power for at least 
twelve years (as he predicted at the beginning of his usurpation) , 
after having exposed Venezuela to a constant succession of 
humiliations and calamities, not the least of which was the shame- 
ful adjustment of the foreign claims by his ignominious surrender 
vol. clxxxi. — 586. 29 
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to the terms of the protocols, this self-styled hero has the audacity 
to declare that his regime " marks positively the first step of the 
Great Venezuela upon the path of prosperity, of true civilization, 
peace, dignity, justice," etc., etc., ad nauseam. These and many 
other pompous phrases, of course, were employed for the purpose 
of mesmerizing the ignorant classes, especially those of the in- 
terior, where they see or hear read to them only the official publica- 
tions, and such newspapers as have managed to survive by a base 
sacrifice of independent criticism to a servile flattery, often indeed 
couched in language as high-sounding and ridiculous as the utter- 
ances of the Dictator himself. 
Further on he says: 

"It is only to-day that our great and monumental work begins, since 
the majority of the people are at last thoroughly convinced of the 
sincerity and good faith with which we act. Should any one remain 
abroad, the work of time will disabuse his mind of the error into which 
he has fallen, showing him that the programme of the Restoration will 
not stop, founded as it is not only on the basis of law, reason and right, 
but also upon the conscience of all well-intentioned Venezuelans. What 
greatness, what power and what glory do I perceive for our beloved 
Fatherland at this moment of supreme happiness!" 

Everybody knows that the so-called process of revising the Con- 
stitution was in reality an arbitrary act of Castro himself, so that 
the following passage will be duly appreciated in all its absurdity : 

"I can assure you that this regime, which is marked by the greatest 
splendor, the most absolute orderliness and the highest glory is the 
legitimate child of the Liberal Cause of the Restoration, and equally of 
the universal demand which led to the amendment and reform of the 
fundamental charter [i. e., the creator of this millennium was thereby 
enabled to continue in office]. This revision of the Constitution is the 
only case in the pages of our civil history where the process has been 
carried out in a perfectly orderly manner, backed by the force of public 
opinion, so that the Provisional Power [that means Castro himself] has 
had no other alternative than to submit reverently to the demand of the 
nation, as unanimous as it is decided and spontaneous!" 

As a matter of fact, which no one in his senses will dream of 
denying, the people of Venezuela had as much voice in this matter 
as had the inhabitants of central China, no more, no less. 

The President next relates that, having been convinced that it 
was the wish of the people, and in order to strengthen the bonds 
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of sympathy between the Government and the Nation, he recently 
undertook a tour of the country, which he does not hesitate to 
describe by the term " patriotic journeys," on account of the im- 
portant results that have ensued. He dwells on the minutest de- 
tails of the itinerary, but omits mentioning the most important 
part of the story — the sad fact that the cities and localities that 
he visited were put to an enormous expense in receiving and enter- 
taining this New World Tsar and his extravagant suite, and that 
many poor citizens who have not yet recovered from the evils of 
the last revolution, besides having been reduced to the verge of 
bankruptcy and ruin by the extra taxation that Castro himself 
created, were forced to make pitiable sacrifices in order to sub- 
scribe to the entertainment fund, as nobody would dare risk, by 
a simple refusal, the dangers of blackmail or imprisonment, or 
both. This is not exaggerated — it could not be. 

Another " important result " that he omitted from his message 
is a Homeric episode which has now become a national scandal. 
In this case there was no Menelaus, and the Zeus was the chief 
steward of the Steamer " Delta," of the Orinoco Line of Steamers, 
of which the modern Paris is the principal stockholder. He met the 
pretty Helen at Ciudad-Bolivar, and straightway issued a verbal 
edict which insured her presence at every dance and private func- 
tion while he was there. Society, indeed, so pitifully was it be- 
holden to his wishes, received this girl with every mark of honor, 
a humiliation that any one who does not know the traditions of 
the " best families " of a Spanish-American city cannot possibly 
realize. On his return to the capital, moreover, the President 
despatched the "Bolivar," the first gunboat of the Venezuelan 
Navy and the only vessel at that time in commission on the Carib- 
bean coast, to the Orinoco to convey his paramour to La Guayra. 
The " Bolivar " performed its high mission, and the willing Helen 
was duly added to the already extensive, though scattered, harem 
which disgraces the fair capital. Fortunately, however, Caracas 
need fear no avenging army. 

An eloquent proof of the maladministration that exists under 
the Castro system is afforded officially by himself in the same 
document. He says in part : 

"I here recommend to you the law placing upon every official full 
responsibility to the Nation, a law that must include everybody from 
the President of the Kepublie down to the last policeman, as it is a 
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proven fact that, through the deficiency or absolute -want of a law 
specifying the nature of this responsibility, an integral part of our Con- 
stitution has become a dead letter." 

This is as absurd as it is misleading. Our statute-books and 
penal codes deal fully with this matter; and, if the President 
wishes a new law, it is unquestionably for the purpose of evasion 
or with some other ulterior motive. At all events, if our laws 
have been shamelessly disregarded in the past, what guarantee 
can he offer for the future — he, the very chief of sinners? Had 
Cipriano Castro been at the head of a really civilized country 
where the law is impartially executed, he would have found legis- 
lation enough in existence, relative to the responsibility of public 
officials, to have relegated him long since to a close cell and simple 
diet. 

Eeferring to international relations, he becomes more specific. 
" Our friendly relations," he says, " have been cordial, compara- 
tively speaking, with Great Britain, Germany, Italy, France, 
Chili, Holland, Belgium, Spain, Argentina, Brazil, Sweden, Nor- 
way, Nicaragua, Guatemala, Panama, San Salvador, Mexico and 
the United States, etc." All amounts, he informs us, due by Vene- 
zuela in compliance with the decision of the Hague Tribunal, 
have been faithfully paid to the allied blockading nations; and, 
with the coolest assurance, he asserts that there will be no reason 
at all for any further claims whatever. In this section, there 
is a special paragraph concerning America. Here are his exact 
words : 

"It is only the United States Government with whom, for reasons 
beyond our control and for which we admit no responsibility, we have 
had a slight misunderstanding. Our Court of Chancery, however, has 
maintained the legal points of our contention, and this seems to have 
put the facts in the true light, if we can judge by the measures lately 
adopted by the said Government in favor of a strong, cordial friendship. 
The matters referred to are those of the Bermudez Asphalt Company and 
the Orinoco Steamship Company, the latter having been decided by the 
umpire of the American Mixed Commission; according to the protocols 
arranged by Mr. Bowen, who endeavored to submit it to new arbitration. 
The Venezuelan Government could not yield in these matters, as the 
sovereignty and independence of the Republic were therein compromised, 
great as may have been the aim of the Government in its international 
policy to maintain the greatest cordiality and an uninterrupted friend- 
ship." 
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In regard to Venezuela's relations with Colombia, which Castro 
has done his utmost to disrupt, as Venezuelans equally with 
Colombians admit, he calmly asserts: 

"It has not been possible to re-establish our official relations with the 
Government of our sister Colombia, as was our desire, in spite of the 
fact that our friendly relations with the chief of that nation have re- 
mained unchanged. The fault of this does not lie with the Venezuelan 
Government, as is well known by the persons who must know it and have 
interfered in this important matter." 

Although in places our translation is slightly free, so that the 
text may be intelligible to the American reader, who is a novice, 
perhaps, in the art of unravelling the abstruse absurdities of a 
Spanish-American orator of this type, in this case our rendering 
is faithfully literal. Whom he refers to, we confess we know not, 
as he is hardly frank enough to condemn himself, and Colombia 
has everything to lose by the existing unfriendliness, as many of 
her eastern towns are cut off from the sea and are becoming 
practically bankrupt, hence would do everything except sacrifice 
the national honor to restore mutual trade relations. 

Dealing with the Army and Navy department, Castro has 
difficulty in -restraining his elation. Here are two paragraphs : 

"The progress that we hare made up to the present, in the midst of 
continuous and exhaustive campaigns, is of a surprising nature. . . . 
The ammunition, in spite of the large amount used in our internal dis- 
turbances, is abundant. Barracks, magazines and forts, etc., have been 
repaired and new ones constructed. The state of our army is well known 
to-day throughout the whole Eepublic, and it gives real satisfaction to 
see its efficiency and morality, its victuals and its elegance. (!) I feel 
proud of it, not only because it is exclusively the work of the Restora- 
tion, but because of the glory we Venezuelans derive from having an 
army that does us honor." 

What follows will be appreciated by those who have read the 
numerous exposures of the remarkable system of " graft " inaugu- 
rated by Castro — a system that literally "grabs" the entire re- 
sources of the country, federal, provincial and municipal, return- 
ing a few grants, often for the most useless purposes (for instance, 
a statue, perhaps, where the town requires a dozen improvements, 
or a new barracks where the sewers are broken and public health 
in jeopardy), with such a blare of trumpets withal that one would 
suppose a Eockefeller had parted with all his millions, instead of 
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the servants of the people having merely returned to the people a 
slight fraction of the enormous revenues that have been exacted. 
Let us now have Castro's side of the question: 

"In the Internal-Fiscal departments, as well as in those of Progress 
and Public Works, what has been done is really so astounding that, 
even if I did not wish to mention them, the public works already carried 
out and those in the course of construction would speak for themselves. 
To have an exact idea of everything it is necessary to study their 
analysis in the respective reports sent in by the Ministers. For a com- 
paratively synthetical message like this, it will be enough to consider 
that there is not a single State in the Republic that the munificent hand 
of the Restoration has not reached: buildings of all kinds, lazaretti, 
hospitals, temples, art and professional schools, colleges, primary 
schools, barracks, military headquarters, fortresses, government houses, 
town halls, universities, theatres, etc.; cart-roads, mule-tracks, water- 
works, drainages, public plazas, bridges, jetties, customs and warehouses, 
etc.; and a telegraphic net covering the whole Republic, such as very 
few countries are able to boast of, attended by a numerous body of 
employees, who meet perfectly well all the needs and requirements of the 
Nation — all these are truthful witnesses that nowadays the Supreme 
Rulers do not come to render account before the Sovereign Body of the 
Nation with mirages and excuses. It is indeed inconceivable how this 
regime, in such a short time, has been able to achieve all that I have 
enumerated." 

The last remark, at least, is true: so inconceivable is this 
miraculous achievement, that no one that the writer knows of, 
barring Castro, has conceived it, though Congress sat in respect- 
ful silence gazing upon the imaginary structures he pictured, a 
more stupendous " mirage," to quote his own words against him, 
than was ever seen in the heart of the Sahara. Perhaps, indeed, 
he confused accomplishment with intention and thought of the 
bridge across the Orinoco, which he generously promised the citi- 
zens of Ciudad-Bolivar, a bridge, be it known, that will exceed 
the famous Brooklyn bridge about four times in length and at 
least ten times in cost. This remarkable structure, we should add 
as a warning to tourists, will not be opened to traffic for some 
time to come ! 

"Do you wish more?" he asks. And he answers: 

" Well, here you have it: the twenty-two and odd million bolivars 
owed by former Governments to the Bank of Venezuela have not only 
been paid, but we have to our credit 1,594,000 bolivars plus two and a 
half millions in bonds and cash in the Treasury. The Government, 
furthermore, has secured and set aside five million in gold and silver, 
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which will be the basis for the establishment of the National Hypothe- 
cary Bank. Not only were the five and odd million of the peremptory 
claims paid to the allies, but also 10,075,000 bolivars corresponding to 
the 30 per cent, of the pledged revenues." 

Congress, of course, takes Castro's word for it. He does not 
demean himself by presenting a detailed statement; no books are 
necessary, no vouchers offered. There may be the sum stated in 
the Treasury, or there may be nothing; or, for appearance' sake, 
he may even have magnanimously loaned the Government from 
his private exchequer. In any case, the Nation is in much the 
same position as the creditors of the Humbert securities in Paris : 
when the safe is opened they will know. 

After this hurried excursion into the realm of finance, he under- 
takes a general review of the past year, which he chooses to term 
his " provisional period." His cloak of modesty, it will be noted, 
which he has been gradually divesting himself of, is now sud- 
denly flung from him, and the incredible effrontery of the man 
becomes apparent. Is it not enough that Venezuela is pillaged, 
robbed of her free institutions and debased before the eyes of the 
whole world ? Is it not enough that the innocent suffer and perish 
under his relentless hand? Has the Nation to sit before her 
ruthless enemy and bear every insult? Hear him: 

" I have worked incessantly to do good, all the good possible. I have 
remedied as many hardships as I could. I have dried up tears that I 
know well have not been shed for my cause; so much so that, during 
the journeys I have referred to, among other things, I have granted 
freedom to more than two hundred political prisoners, following, in so 
doing, besides my natural inclination, that wise principle stated by Cer- 
vantes in his immortal 'Don Quixote': that, although God's attributes 
are grand, mercy shines more than justice and overpowers it. In one 
word, I have ruled: I have fulfilled my duty, and, confronted with the 
facts achieved, I speak unreservedly with the confidence of success. 
Here is my political, administrative and even social work, with their re- 
sults, at the presentation of all which I submit, according to law, to 
your judgment and your verdict; a magnificently patriotic work, and 
admirably grand and portentous if you study it in the light of historic 
comparisons. All this I say without vanity as well as without scruples 
of modesty, as I believe that no honest man can be said to boast of facts 
resulting from the fulfilment of duty." 

The message closes with these words : 

"Citizen Legislators: I hope you will not misjudge that I dedicate 
this message — the effort of my patriotism — led by a feeling of gratitude 
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that I will never forget, to my dear parents and to all my comrades at 
arms, who were willing to fight with me and sacrifice themselves for 
the welfare of our beloved Fatherland." 

The balloting, as already mentioned, resulted in the "unani- 
mous" election of Cipriano Castro, an expected event that was 
communicated by telegraph in the most grandiloquent language 
to the remotest corners of the republic. And Venezuela, irre- 
sponsible in her misery, feebly cheered the exulting autocrat. 
" Six years more of poverty and degradation !" said the citizens to 
themselves, but the bolder ones among them added, " Quien sabe f 

This message of Castro's gives a fair insight into the methods 
of the man and the shamelessness of his regime. It is all a lie, a 
contemptible farce. One of Castro's first acts on his return to the 
capital from his " patriotic journeys " was to decree new stamps 
with his own bust, replacing the sacred effigy of Simon Bolivar; 
and one of the dates of the Venezuelan Independence was changed 
on the escutcheon of the Nation to the date of Castro's birth! 
Another decree issued recently prohibits the foreign trade to all 
vessels under forty tons burden, the result being that thousands 
of families all over the extensive coast of Venezuela, mainly on the 
island of Margarita, are now starving through a capricious stroke 
of the pen. 

If he acts in this way with his own countrymen, what can 
foreigners expect from this incorrigible dictator? Simply extor- 
tion and injustice. Justice, indeed, is an unknown word to the 
Venezuelan official, and the fate of the unhappy Eepublic would 
appear to rest with the very nation which Castro is endeavoring 
to antagonize. 

A Venezuelan Citizen. 



